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m Honey plants are considered a major role in the production of honey and pollen in the
beekeeping industry. In South Korea, most production of honey has largely relied on a limited
flowering plant, black locust (Robinia pseudoacacia). However, the forests of R. pseudoacacia
have been gradually declined in South Korea because the Leaf-yellowing of black locust has
widely spread to most regions since early 21st Century. Therefore, alternative honey plants
should be studied to resolve the severe reliance on black locust in Korean beekeeping. Although
610 species of honey plants are known from South Korea, the foraging activity of honey bees (Apis
cerana and A. mellifera) and seasonal compositions of each region were poorly studied on them.
In this study, we investigated 37 species of honey plants for estimating the foraging activity of
honey bees for them and 41 species of honey plants for evaluating their seasonal composition
in the central area of South Korea. As a result, the following 16 trees and herbs were found as
honey plants showing a high level of honeybees activity. Buxus microphylla var. koreana, Prunus
yedoensis, Rubus crataegifolius, Rhododendron schlippenbachii, Staphylea bumaldai, Robinia
pseudoacacia, Rosa multiflora, Cirsium japonicum var. ussuriense, Trifolium repens, llex
verticillata, Zizyphus jujuba var. inermis, Tilia amurensis, Koelreuteria paniculata, Fagopyrum
esculentum, Perilla frutescens var. japonica, and Dendranthema zawadskii var. latilobum. On
the seasonal composition of honey plants, Pyrus ussuriensis, Tilia amurensis, T. mandshurica,
Impatiens textori, Dendranthema boreale, Elsholtzia ciliata, and Agastache rugosa were
considered major honey plants in Inje county, as well as Prunus spp., Robinia pseudoacacia, and
Castanea crenata.

LG Honey plants, Foraging activity, Seasonal composition, Honey bees, Apis cerana, Apis
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1) 3|22 (Buxus microphylla var. koreana Nakai)
(Fig. 1A)
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2) WL (Prunus serrulata Lindley var. spontanea
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Table 1. The number and proportion of honeybees among hymenopteran insects collected from each honey plant

F]owermg Honey plant . Total No. Species of No. of Percent of
tme (Korean name) Date Locality of bees honeybee honeybee honeybee
(month) (Hymenoptera) y y y
Buxus microphylla 215ii2016: Dachak-dong,
March var. koreana Nakai 28 .iii ) 201 6’ Gwanak-gu, 119 . mellifera 31 26.1
(BFE)* o Seoul
Prunus serrulata -
. . . Sillim-dong,
April Lindley var. 01v-2016: G anak-gu, 39 mellifera 2 56.4
spontanea (Maxim.) 8.iv.2016 Seoul
(2R
Oryu-dong,
Rubus 7.v.2020 Guro-gu, 114 . mellifera 64 56.0
o Seoul
crataegifolius
](3*3%%;)* Mokdong-i, mellifera 19 559
28.v.2020 Buk-myeon, 34
Gapyeong-gun . cerana 6 94
Rhododendron Mokdong-ri, - mellifera 66 277
schlippenbachit 8.v.2020 Buk-myeon, 238
Maxim.
(A 2+ Gapyeong-gun . cerana 33 139
Chelidonium majus Mokdong-ri, . mellifera 1 12.5
var. asiaticum Ohwi 8.v.2020 Buk-myeon, 8
QHESS)] Gapyeong-gun . cerana 1 12.5
Elaeagnus Mokdong-ri,
umbellata Thunb. 8.v.2020 Buk-myeon, 20 . mellifera 3 15.0
(284U Gapyeong-gun
Cortnie Mkdong 5.
Schulz o 8.v.2020 Buk-myeon, 26 . mellifera 4 154
May (vt gol) Gapyeong-gun
Staphylea bumalda Mokdong-ri, . mellifera 17 70.8
DC. 8.v.2020 Buk-myeon, 24
(AL 5)* Gapyeong-gun . cerana 5 20.8
Styrax obassia Nambuk-ri,
Siebold & Zucc. 20.v.2015 Inje-eup, 5 . mellifera 3 60.0
(F5ULHE) Inje-gun
Nambuk-ri,
20.v.2015 Inje-eup, 60 . mellifera 43 71.7
Inje-gun
Hangye-ri, . mellifera 92 91.1
29.v.2020 Buk-myeon, 101
Robinia Inje-gun .cerana 4 40
pseudoacacia L.
(PR L) * Oryu-dong, . mellifera 105 89.7
20.v.2020 Guro-gu, 117
Seoul . cerana 7 6.0
Mokdong-ri,
28.v.2020 Buk-myeon, 24 . mellifera 15 62.5
Gapyeong-gun
128 http://journal.bee.or.kr/
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Table 1. Continued
Flowermg Honey plant . Total No. Species of No. of Percent of
time (Korean name) Date Locality of bees honeybee honeybee honeybee
(month) (Hymenoptera) y y y
Oryu-dong, A. mellifera 8 572
20.v.2020 Guro-gu, 14
Seoul A. cerana 3 214
Rosa multiflora Mokdong-ri,
Thunb. 28.v.2020 Buk-myeon, 16 A. mellifera 4 250
(B> Gapyeong-gun
Hangye-ri, A. mellifera 39 35.1
29.v.2020 Buk-myeon, 111
Inje-gun A. cerana 11 99
o 21.v.2015 Girin-myeon, 18 A. mellifera 10 556
Cirsium japonicum Inje-gun
var. ussuriense
(Regel) Kitam. Hangye-ri,
Ma (A7 F)* 29.v.2020 Buk-myeon, 20 A. mellifera 15 750
Y Inje-gun
Trifolium repens L Hangye-ri,
(E7]E)* P ' 29.v.2020 Buk-myeon, 71 A. mellifera 71 97.2
= Inje-gun
Mokdong-ri, A. mellifera 2 143
Stephanandra 28.v.2020 Buk-myeon, 14
incisa (Thunb.) Gapyeong-gun A. cerana 2 14.3
Siebold & Zucc.
ex Zabel Hangye-ri,
=4UE) 29.v.2020 Buk-myeon, 7 A. mellifera 1 143
Inje-gun
Chrysanthemum Hangye-ri,
burbankii Makino 29.v.2020 Buk-myeon, 15 A. mellifera 3 20.0
(RE2EHE| 0] A]) Inje-gun
llex verticillata (L.) Mokdong-ri, A. mellifera 68 70.1
A. Gray 15.vi.2020 Buk-myeon, 97
(U= AEE)* Gapyeong-gun A. cerana 26 26.8
Spiraea japonica Oryu-dong, A. mellifera 4 30.8
L.f. 15.vi.2020 Guro-gu, 13
(YEZTHUY Seoul A. cerana 6 46.2
Oryu-dong, A. mellifera 3 18.8
15.vi.2020 Guro-gu, 16
Castanea crenata Seoul A. cerana 2 12.5
June Siebold & Zucc.
) Hangye-ri, A. mellifera 12 923
23.vi.2020 Buk-myeon, 13
Inje-gun A. cerana 1 7.7
Erigeron Sobeop-ri,
canadensis L. 23.vi.2020 Buk-myeon, 15 A. mellifera 4 26.7
(G=) Gapyeong-gun
o e Mkdong 5.
(Bunge) Rehder 23.vi.2020 gzk-r:gfo_n ,un 199 A. mellifera 117 58.8
(T preonete
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Table 1. Continued

F]owermg Honey plant . Total No. Species of No. of Percent of
tme (Korean name) Date Locality of bees honeybee honeybee honeybee
(month) (Hymenoptera) y y y
Mokdong-ri,
. .. 23.vi.2020 Buk-myeon, 199 A. cerana 79 397
Zizyphus jujuba Ga Ho-oun
var. inermis pyeong-g
Eg“:%‘;Lf:hder Hangye-ri, A. mellifera 9 375
June T 23.vi.2020 Buk-myeon, 24
Inje-gun A. cerana 15 62.5
Tilia amurensis . Hangye-ri, A. mellifera 34 72.3
Rupr. (3] U5y 23.vi.2020 Buk-myeon, 47
’ Inje-gun A. cerana 4 85
Daehak-dong,
24.vi.2015 Gwanak-gu, 53 A. mellifera 45 849
June Koelreuteria Seoul
to paniculata Laxm.
July (B )* Mokdong-ri, A. mellifera 60 270
9.vii.2020 Buk-myeon, 222
Gapyeong-gun A. cerana 89 40.1
Adenophora Gwidun-ri,
July grandiflora Nakai 15.vii.2015 Inje-eup, 6 A. mellifera 3 500
(&==AD) Inje-gun
Humulus japonicus Nambuk-ri,
Siebold & Zucc. 4.ix.2015 Inje-eup, 19 A. mellifera 12 63.2
33 Inje-gun
Rhus javanica L Nambuk-ri,
s Je : 4ix.2015 Inje-eup, 2 A. mellifera 1 50.0
EH) Ini
nje-gun
Aralia elata (miq.) Yongdae-ri,
Seem. 5.ix.2015 Buk-myeon, 24 A. mellifera 2 8.3
FE5U4H Inje-gun
Mokdong-ri,
e )S“’b erThunb. 152000 Buk-myeon, 17 A. mellifera 12 70.6
- Gapyeong-gun
September Mokdong-ri, A. mellifera 9 81.8
15.ix.2020 Buk-myeon, 11
Impatiens textori Gapyeong-gun A. cerana 1 9.1
Migq.
(54 Hangye-ri, A. mellifera 3 333
16.ix.2020 Buk-myeon, 9
Inje-gun A. cerana 1 11.1
Fagopyrum Mokdong-ri, A. mellifera 17 19.1
esculentum Moench 15.ix.2020 Buk-myeon, 89
(E)* Gapyeong-gun A. cerana 70 78.7
f:r”l.ia {) r:t ijcens Mokdong-ri,
1 fapotte 15ix2020  Buk-myeon, 74 A. mellifera 24 324
(SWH)* Gapyeong-gun
130 http://journal.bee.or.kr/



Table 1. Continued

Flowermg Honey plant . Total No. Species of No. of Percent of
time (Korean name) Date Locality of bees honeybee honeybee honeybee
(month) (Hymenoptera) y y y
Mokdong-ri,
. 15.ix.2020 Buk-myeon, 74 A. cerana 48 64.9
Perilla frutescens
. . Gapyeong-gun
var. japonica
H. Hara . I
e Hangye-ri, A. mellifera 27 77.1
= 16.ix.2020 Buk-myeon, 35
Inje-gun A. cerana 6 17.1
Crepidiastrum
denticulatum Hangye-ri,
(Houtt.) 16.ix.2020 Buk-myeon, 2 A. mellifera 2 100.0
Pak & Kawano Inje-gun
(el
Polygonum Hangye-ri, A. mellifera 5 294
September longisetum Bruijn 16.ix.2020 Buk-myeon, 17
P Chel ) Inje-gun A. cerana 1 59
Aster meyendorfii .
Hangye-ri,
gffs’fel & Maack) 16.ix.2020  Buk-myeon, 12 A. mellifera 3 250
hz2A0) Inje-gun
Aster pilosus Willd Hangye-ri,
(U]i’-é‘i—%xgol) ’ 16.ix.2020 ?gk-myeon, 13 A. mellifera 2 154
nje-gun
Persicaria A i 7 700
thunbergii Hangye-ri, -mellifera :
(SieAold & Zucc.) 16.ix.2020 Buk-myeon, 10
H. Gross Inje-gun )
(el A. cerana 3 300
grneirzzr(ﬁiniio) Y. Mokdong-ri,
Lin ' 23.x.2020 Buk-myeon, 13 A. cerana 13 100.0
( &é) Gapyeong-gun
October
Dendranthema .
zawadskii var. Mokdong-ri, A. mellifera 39 88.6
tilobum (Maxim.) 23.x.2020 Buk-myeon, 44
Kitam. Gapyeong-gun
(T2 A. cerana 5 114

*, showing percent of honeybee >25% and total number of bees >20 in this study

B71A9 7]1& 4Qof| &t
A Qlth(Lee, 1998). S HpR = 77
HxUAd4F o2 L5t (Lee, 1998).
P Ao A FEUTE 49 6L HE] 49 15Y7HA],
AT 4 109 5H 199714 + &

NSFATH(Kim et al., 2019).

o= O|AZ o
+ 78 ddeger o

3) &= 7|(Rubus crataegifolius Bunge) (Fig. 1C)

Atz tigh WallE AR 20209 5 7L A=
EHA| L2 QFF (12 24D, 20209 5€ 280l 7
7% 7P =E5e A 2AholA S E Qe 123} A
A e UIEE (F 11470A) T FEELL 6470
A7F A=l 56.0%°] Hl-&= UEFRITE. 22k ZAL A

= HE WSS (F 3470A) 5 FEEE-2 1971A], A

131



Fig. 1. Foraging activity of Apis mellifera on (A) Buxus microphylla var. koreana, (B) Prunus yedoensis, (C) Rubus crataegifolius and (D)

Rhododendron schlippenbachii.

=22 67NAI7E A= 7 Fo EHol 135%° Hle
= e o]ef o] M| Wholty: F Hlw A W
o] Eo] AR o] ArE7]of et EEe] gt 1
SFol Lojutal Q= Aol A H T AR 7]= Choi
(1973), Kim and Lee (1989), Kim (1996), Cho (1996), Lee
(1998), Ryu (2003)°14 =] LA == AF= ATt 4F
D7l= B71AY 7% €l Aetshs F2 HErFo

1395E 59 159 Afolof 50%014F 7S e, E
2 Y 52 HelrE2 FEEH Ao YeEPYTH(Lee
and Choi, 1997).

4) B% (Rhododendron schlippenbachii Maxim.)
(Fig. 1D)

AZof tiet EtS A= 20209 59 8L 7]
T 7P BE oA =l HE RS (F 238
WA F FeBELE 6670, B E-2 337047F A
o] F Fo] EHo] 41.6%9] HE&-S UEHITE o]et &

o] 5] WS & vlald g2 4ol EHo] A
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=]
1o delA] Atk (Lee, 1998). E3T,

37 % RG] F2 AYFES

5) 1 %LIF (Staphylea bumalda DC.) (Fig. 2A)

DEFUEO gt el E A= 2020 59 8ol A
7% PR He oA FRE T HE UEllE (T
2470A) & FaEE-2 17704, AEE-2 577 A
o] T Zo] Edo] 91.7%2] H-&-2 ettt o]¢t &
o] HEo| Wt F F HlwA g2 429] Fo] 5]
o] LR it EE o] eyt Wate-Eo] dojut
2 Qe Aol ERIET A1F R = Choi (1973), Baik
(2002), Lee (1998), Ryu (2003)°14] =] WA ERZ AHF

ek, 1FUREE 7129 71E 59 Aok Bx
AT o 2 A ch(Lee, 1998).

6) Ot7ItA|LE 2 (Robinia pseudoacacia L.) (Fig. 2B)
OPZFAI RO T gt el E 2 A= 2015 5 204l
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Fig. 2. Foraging activity of Apis mellifera on (A) Staphylea bumalda and (B) Robinia pseudoacacia, (C) A. mellifera (upper) and A. cerana
(under) on Rosa multiflora, and (D) A. mellifera on Cirsium japonicum var. ussuriense.

Lo

HAe AT FE2 12F 24D, 20201 59 29900 7%
T AT HAIE 22F £Ah, 20209 59 20900 Al
HA| FE2F Q7% (33} A, 20209 5 28Y0] 7

71% 7HEE 52 @2k 2 ol A =gl 14k £
Aol M= s Bkt E (F 607H1ﬂ) Z Feade 437l
A7t A= o] 71.7%2] Hl-&S UL 22F ZAFA
£ 45 U E (F 101714 T FeEd-2 9274, A
a2 a7hA7F HR =] F Fo] EHol 95.1%9] H
&2 Ueblt 33k ZAMA = EE HEtE (F 11778
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219FE 23U7HA] 3471 A0 2 VEFSTH(Han et al.,

7) "2l (Rosa multiflora Thunb.) (Fig. 2C)
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(1996), Baik (2002), Lee (1998), Ryu (2003)°14 = E
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Shot= SR AE o= delA Ut (Lee, 1998). E3H, &
AE22 7] 9 YA ] 8 JEAFFORE 2 E

2Ach(Lee, 1998).

8) A3 (Cirsium japonicum var. ussuriense
(Regel) Kitam.) (Fig. 2D)
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9) ENE (Trifolium repens L.) (Fig. 3A)
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10) O|2LHMZ (Ilex verticillata (L.) A. Gray) (Fig. 3B)
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11) thELHR (Zizyphus jujuba var. inermis
(Bunge) Rehder) (Fig. 3C)
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12) D| 2 (Tilia amurensis Rupr.) (Fig. 3D)
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Fig. 3. Foraging activity of Apis mellifera on (A) Trifolium repens, (B) llex verticillata, (C) Zizyphus jujuba var. inermis and (D) Tilia amu-

rensis.

42, TR, BATGR, Hela 2, FEAG 20}
o] F 11%°] R %It (Boo and Park, 2016). 15 &
et fuf= 28O HIRIETE A UEH, 6
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7} Q= A2 SRIE It (Lee, 1998; Han e al., 2010).

13) 2LFLR (Koelreuteria paniculata Laxm.)
(Fig. 4A)
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14) I (Fagopyrum esculentum Moench) (Fig. 4B)
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Fig. 4. Foraging activity of Apis mellifera on (A) Koelreuteria paniculata, (B) Fagopyrum esculentum, (C) Perilla frutescens var. japonica,
and (D) A. cerana (upper) and A. mellifera (lower) on Dendranthema zawadskii var. latilobum.

15) S (Perilla frutescens var. japonica Hara)
(Fig. 4C)
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16) 1 X (Dendranthema zawadskii var. latilobum
(Maxim.) Kitam.) (Fig. 4D)
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Table 2. Flowering time of 41 honey plants in Inje county

April May June July August September October

Honey plant
EMLEMLEMLEMLEMLEMLEML

Lindera obtusiloba Blume**

Prunus mume Siebold & Zucc.**

Prunus mandshurica (Maxim.) Koehne**
Prunus pendula for. ascendens (MAK). OHWI
Prunus sargentii Rehder***

Prunus tomentosa THUNB .#*

Pyrus ussuriensis Maxim.

Spiraea prunifolia var. simpliciflora NAKALI.

Prunus serrulata Lindley var. spontanea (Maxim.)***

Viburnum carlesii var. bitchiuense (Makino) Nakai
Malus baccata (L.) Borkh.
Staphylea bumalda DC.**

Chelidonium majus var. asiaticum Ohwi

Quercus mongolica Fisch. ex Ledeb.*

Acer ginnala Maxim.**

Robinia pseudoacacia L.***

Styrax obassia Siebold & Zucc . **

Clematis apiifolia DC.

Philadelphus schrenkii Rupr.**

Rosa multiflora Thunb #*%/*

Stephanandra incisa (Thunb.) Siebold & Zucc. ex Zabel**
Actinidia arguta (Siebold & Zucc.) Planch. ex Miq.**/*

Castanea crenata Siebold & Zucc.***

Erigeron annuus (L.) Pers.

Zea mays L.
Tilia mandshurica RUPR. et MAX **

Tilia amurensis Rupr.***
Securinega suffruticosa (Pall.) Rehder**/*

Rhus javanica L.***

Helianthus annuus L.

Tetradium daniellii (Bennett) T. G. Hartley***
Kalopanax pictus (THUNB.) NAKAT**

Sesamum indicum L.

Perilla frutescens var. japonica Hara
Elsholtzia ciliata (THUNB) HYLANDER.

Impatiens textori Miquel.

Agastache rugosa (Fisch. & Mey.) Kuntze

Persicaria thunbergii (SieAold & Zucc.) H. Gross
Vicia amoena FISCH.

Aster yomena Makino.
Dendranthema boreale (Makino) Y. Ling

*#% major honey plants; **, minor honey plants; *, pollen sources
+ E: Early, M: Mid, L: Late.
* Major honey plants, minor honey plants and pollen sources were assigned to honey plants according to Lee (1998).
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